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Transmitted herewith is an amendment in the above-identified application. 

^ No additional fee is required. 
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Application amended to contain 
any multiple dependent claims 
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TOTAL ADDITIONAL FEE 
FOR THIS AMENDMENT 


$0.00 



* If the entry in Column 2 is less than the entry in Column 4, write "0" in Column 5. 

If the "Highest Number Previously Paid For" IN TfflS SPACE is less than 20 write "20" in this space. 
Applicants petition the Commissioner of Patents and Trademarks to extend this time for response to the Office Action dated 

for months so that the period for response is extended to . A check in the amount of $ is attached 

to cover the cost of the extension. Any deficiency or overpayment should be charged or credited to deposit account No. 
5015 19. A duplicate copy of this sheet is enclosed. 

A check in the amount of $ is attached. 

A check for $ _ 
A check for $ 



. accompanying IDS under 37 CFR 1.97(c) is attached 

. and Petition for Consideration of IDS under 37 CFR 1.97(d) is attached. 



The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may be required, or to credit any overpayment 
to account No. 5015 19. A duplicate of this sheet is enclosed. 
When phoning re this application, please call (312) 258-5500. 
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I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States Postal Service as First Class 
Mail in an envelope addressed to: Assistant Commissioner for Patents, Washington, D.C. 20231 on April 14, 
2003. 

Steven H. Noll 
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In response to the Office Action dated January 15, 2003, Applicants herewith 
amend the application as follows. 
IN THE CLAIMS : 

Claim 1 has been amended as follows: 



A 




1. (Amended) A method for Drotecting a device against operation with 
an unallowed consumable, comprising the steps of: 

(a) storing a plurality of referencs code words at a data center; 

(b) generating a code word havi ig a predetermined relationship to at least 
one of said reference code words; 

(c) allocating said generated c<|>de word to a specific consumable and 
storing said allocation at said data center; 

(d) aggregating an authentic replacement consumable, corresponding to 
said specific consumable, with said generated code word, during manufacturing of 



